Dear friends,

The last month has been productive. Thanks to many for specific contribution in thought and action, and for all Associates and Affiliates who add strength by belonging and by supporting the HCD vision.  

I will list some events and news of significance. Please be free to share with friends and potential Affirm Associates. 

1.
The core team met last month in London and reviewed the year—see attached. We were surprised and ‘affirmed’ by solid progress at little cost. There is a diverse spectrum of engagement grounded in stimulation of faith-linked local response with links for policy influence.

2. 
The WHO sponsored 'Community Health Response Programme' (inclusive of HIV) is to be fund managed by WCC. The international partners are NCA and WHO as well as WCC. The two implementing partners are Affirm and DIFAEM. The evaluation team (from LTG Associates, in Washington) is deeply experienced in community development and in measurement of progress and change--they are already involved and will be part of the ‘launch’ meeting in Nairobi scheduled for 4-6th December.

The executive summary prepared for the attention of the WCC leadership is attached for your interest. Please do not circulate yet.

We were asked to prepare a short statement on 'gender' for the attention of the project funders (Norwegian Foreign Ministry) Thanks to Sumon for the first draft. I attach the final document.

The actual ‘start-up’ is likely to be happening in March 2009 in the Gwembe/Monze District of Zambia. I attach the draft outlines for the preparation visit and the HCD Catalyst workshop.

3. 
In December (16-18) Paul Komesaroff is coordinating a meeting on Reconciliation and Medicine/Health. Representing Affirm I have been invited to attend and will be actively participating. This event is an expression of the Global Network for Reconciliation. The information note is attached. 

4. 
Also on the reconciliation theme, Duke University (USA) has a Center for Reconciliation and a Divinity School with programmes in Uganda and an interest in Zambia. Duke is linked indirectly with the WCC/WHO project (CHRP). The interest in Uganda is to work in districts on health and expanded community response. We are discussing ideas. 

5. 
Affirm worked with the Community Health Global Network (partnering  with InterHealth, as is Affirm) in the facilitation of a global consultation of WHO with NGO's on partnership. The event was in Geneva, in September. This is the first time WHO has embarked on a global NGO partnership approach. The report will be circulated when ready. Pauline gave a lot of administrative help to CHGN. I was glad to be part of the CHGN facilitation team. Ted Lankester was the inspirational and skilled lead, and Zannah Jeffries most successfully managed the logistics while connecting everyone together warmly and effectively. The work together illustrates the synergy happening through the intentional mutual support and participation of CHGN and Affirm--complementary, sometimes overlapping, always encouraging and illuminating

6. 
The link with InterHealth is continuing as an informal and focused partnership. There is an agreed special linkage in the interests of InterHealth and its future possible identity as a Global Health unit (in addition to all the other functions, and in particular the Travel Health service). We are planning to co-write a proposal relating to ‘Mission Health Care in the 21st Century’. Stay tuned for more news and requests for help

7. 
Heather Saunders is our website champion. We are exploring how a link can be added to the existing InterHealth website to serve InterHealth's interests and to expose Affirm more widely to the clients of InterHealth (many faith linked NGO's and development organizations)
8.          The focus on HIV and immigrant communities in the UK will be further developed through a discussion and (hopefully) SALT visits in Woking, hosted by Dr Jillian Pritchard, of St Peter’s Hospital , Surrey, during the second week of January 2009 
9. 
The Christmas time is coming—time and space for celebration of life and growth. We often choose to encounter pain and loss in local communities worldwide, and at the same time it is no surprise that we can also believe, from experience and in faith, in the reality of peace, hope, and reconciliation. Let's keep going forward.

Thanks and blessings to all.

Ian

